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National Retinoblastoma Conclave 2026
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The National Retinoblastoma Conclave 2026 brought together survivors, parents, clinicians, researchers, healthcare
institutions, policymakers, professional societies and advocacy organizations to celebrate India’s progress in
Retinoblastoma care and chart the course toward Vision 2030.

A major milestone celebrated during the conclave was the validation of near-universal access to Retinoblastoma
care in India. This achievement is believed to represent the first documented example of a childhood cancer in India
achieving near-universal access through a coordinated stakeholder movement.

From a network of 19 institutions and one Civil Society Organization in 2014, Fight RB India has expanded into a
nationwide movement comprising 90 treatment centres, several CSOs, more than 130 specialists, development
sector professionals, parents, survivors, patient advocacy groups and RB Ambassadors committed to improving
outcomes for children with Retinoblastoma.

India estimates approximately 1,676 new Retinoblastoma cases annually. Through sustained efforts in awareness
generation, referral strengthening, supportive care, financial assistance, research collaboration and stakeholder
engagement, most children diagnosed with Retinoblastoma now have access to specialized treatment services.

The conclave highlighted progress across five major areas:
Access – Expansion of treatment centres, referral pathways and patient navigation support.
Quality – Standardized treatment approaches, multidisciplinary care and collaborative learning.
Research – Multicentric collaboration through the InPOG-RB-19-01 study involving more than 1,120 children across 
20 centres.

Advocacy – Partnerships with AIOS, IAP, InPHOG, government agencies and survivor networks.
Survivorship – Growing emphasis on rehabilitation, psychosocial care, education, eye salvage, vision preservation
and quality of life.

INDIA IS FIGHTING RB — AND WE ARE WINNING

National Retinoblastoma Conclave Report 2026
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The National Retinoblastoma Conclave 2026 brought together survivors, parents, clinicians, researchers, policymakers,
healthcare institutions, professional societies, civil society organizations and donor partners to celebrate progress and
define the future of Retinoblastoma care in India.

A defining feature of the conclave was its survivor-led and family-centred approach. The programme was moderated
and anchored by Retinoblastoma survivor and parent ambassadors representing different parts of India, reinforcing
the principle that meaningful patient-centred care must place the patient voice at the centre.

The conclave opened with a moving Saraswati Vandana by survivor Janki Gupta, symbolizing resilience, hope and
possibility. 

Throughout the day, survivors and parents shared personal journeys that highlighted the realities of diagnosis,
treatment, rehabilitation, education, employment and survivorship. Their stories served as a reminder that behind every
statistic lies a child, a family and a future worth fighting for.

Participants reflected on the remarkable journey of Fight RB India and celebrated the validation of near-universal
access to Retinoblastoma care across the country.

The conclave was further strengthened by messages of support and congratulations from Dr. M. Srinivas, Member, NITI
Aayog, Govt of India, Dr. Jeevan Titiyal, President, All India Ophthalmological Society (AIOS), Dr. Neelam Mohan,
President, Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP), and Dr. Ramandeep Arora, President, Indian Pediatric Hematology
Oncology Group (InPHOG). Their messages acknowledged the remarkable progress achieved through the Fight RB India
movement and reaffirmed the importance of continued collaboration to improve survival, vision preservation, financial
protection and quality of life for children affected by Retinoblastoma.

“This is a landmark achievement not only for childhood cancer care, but for cancer care in India. It demonstrates what
is possible when clinicians, institutions, civil society, survivors and policymakers work together towards a shared goal.”

— Dr. M. Srinivas, Member, NITI Aayog, Govt of India 

The conclave also marked several important milestones including the launch of the Retinoblastoma Resource and
Centres Directory, the release of a landmark publication in the Indian Journal of Ophthalmology documenting India’s
Retinoblastoma journey, and the screening of the national appeal film:

“Mr Prime Minister – Do You See What EYE See?”

National Retinoblastoma Conclave Report 2026
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Together, these milestones reflected a growing national commitment to ensuring that every child with Retinoblastoma
receives timely diagnosis, quality treatment, financial protection and survivorship support.

Stakeholders acknowledged that the next phase of work must focus on survival, financial protection, rehabilitation, eye
salvage, vision preservation and long-term survivorship.

The conclave concluded with a shared Vision 2030 commitment centred on:

• 80–90% survival
• Early diagnosis and timely referral
• Equitable access to care
• Vision preservation
• Financial protection
• Standardized treatment systems
• Research and innovation
• Comprehensive survivorship support

The National Retinoblastoma Conclave 2026 reaffirmed a collective national commitment to ensuring that every child
with Retinoblastoma in India receives timely diagnosis, quality treatment, survivorship support and the opportunity to
live a healthy and dignified life.

India is Fighting Retinoblastoma.
And together, we are winning.

National Retinoblastoma Conclave Report 2026
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MESSAGES FROM 
NATIONAL LEADERS AND PARTNERS

 It gives me great pleasure to join you during International Retinoblastoma Week and to congratulate Fight Retinoblastoma India,
CanKids India, clinicians, researchers, survivors, parents, patient advocacy groups, and all stakeholders on achieving an important
national milestone — near-universal access to care for children with retinoblastoma.

This is a landmark achievement, not only among childhood cancers but among cancers in India as a whole. It demonstrates what
is possible when government institutions, medical professionals, researchers, civil society organizations, patient groups, survivors,
and philanthropic partners come together with a shared purpose and a patient-centric approach.

Retinoblastoma is a rare but highly curable childhood eye cancer. Early detection and timely treatment can save lives, preserve
vision, and protect childhood itself. Over the last decade, Fight Retinoblastoma India has emerged as a shining example of
stakeholder collaboration and patient-centric care through a collaborative network of 90 retinoblastoma treatment centers
across India. By integrating pediatric oncology and ocular oncology expertise, access to diagnosis and treatment has significantly
improved across the country, creating a true pan-India network of care for children and their families.

I would particularly like to acknowledge the role played by key professional groups and partners in this journey — the Indian
Pediatric Hematology Oncology Group, the Indian Academy of Pediatrics and the pediatric community, and the All India
Ophthalmological Society and the ophthalmology community.

I congratulate all of them, and I would also like to acknowledge the important role played by CanKids as the facilitator and
secretariat of the Fight Retinoblastoma India movement.
I am especially pleased that the journey of Fight Retinoblastoma India has now been documented in the Indian Journal of
Ophthalmology, one of the country’s most respected peer-reviewed medical journals. This publication is important because it
validates the Fight Retinoblastoma India model as a nationally and globally relevant example of stakeholder-led, patient-
centered healthcare delivery in a low- and middle-income country setting.
It also brings scientific visibility to important concepts such as shared care, early detection, referral pathways, patient navigation,
survivorship, and a family-centered approach.

As India now moves from access towards improved survival and quality outcomes, I understand that Fight Retinoblastoma India
and its partners are advocating many important next steps. I request all of you to keep going, and I wish you the very best in all
your endeavors.

I congratulate all participants of the National Retinoblastoma Conclave and extend my best wishes for the continued success of this
important national movement. Together, let us ensure that every child with retinoblastoma in India has the opportunity not only to
survive but to thrive.
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MESSAGES FROM 
NATIONAL LEADERS AND PARTNERS

During International Retinoblastoma Week, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to Fight Retinoblastoma India and all its partners
on achieving an important national milestone — near-universal access to care for children with retinoblastoma across India.
Retinoblastoma is a rare but highly curable eye cancer of childhood. Early detection and timely referral can save not only life, but
also vision and quality of life.
The ophthalmology community of India, through AIOS and its ocular oncology network, has played an important role in
strengthening awareness, early detection, referral pathways, diagnosis, and treatment for children with retinoblastoma across
the country.
Today, India has a collaborative network of 90 retinoblastoma treating centres integrating pediatric oncology and ocular
oncology expertise, bringing expert care closer to children and families.
AIOS is proud to partner with Fight Retinoblastoma India, the pediatric oncology community, IAP, IAP-PHO, INPHOG, patient
advocacy groups, and all stakeholders working together to improve outcomes for children with retinoblastoma.
I would especially like to congratulate Dr Santosh Honavar, Secretary of AIOS, whose visionary leadership, clinical excellence,
research contributions, and commitment to collaboration have brought great laurels to India and played a transformative role in
advancing retinoblastoma care nationally and internationally.
The publication of the Fight Retinoblastoma India journey in the Indian Journal of Ophthalmology is also a matter of pride for the
ophthalmology community and demonstrates what can be achieved through stakeholder collaboration and patient-centred
care.
As we move towards the next frontier — improved survival, vision preservation, and financial protection for every child — it is
important that we continue to strengthen:

awareness and red reflex screening,
early diagnosis,
referral systems,
access to advanced therapies,
and multidisciplinary collaboration.

Together, we can ensure that no child loses life or sight because of delay in diagnosis or lack of access to care.

India is fighting retinoblastoma — and we are winning.
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MESSAGES FROM 
NATIONAL LEADERS AND PARTNERS

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Fight Retinoblastoma team in India, all partner NGOs, CanKids chapters,
the Ophthalmology Society, ophthalmologists, oncologists, policymakers, every stakeholder, and everyone who has contributed to
achieving this wonderful milestone of near-universal access to care for children with retinoblastoma across India.

I am pleased to know that all patients with retinoblastoma can now be connected through a single directory where care is
available for all. This is truly a stupendous achievement, and I believe it reflects the power of collaboration, awareness, early
diagnosis, and a timely referral system that can not only help save the lives of children but also ensure timely treatment.

We all know the importance of screening, as prevention is always better than cure. Screening is essential, especially in newborns,
whether we are talking about inborn errors of metabolism, hearing issues, eye conditions, or other congenital disorders. Even
conditions such as congenital dislocation of the hip and other vision-related problems can be detected through screening.
Screening also helps in identifying developmental delays and nutritional issues.

Therefore, it is extremely important to screen young babies. During this Retinoblastoma Week, I would like to emphasize what the
WHO advocates—that three things should be universal for all children: hearing screening, eye screening, and bilirubin level
assessment. Pediatricians play an extremely important role in early detection, and a simple red reflex screening using a torchlight
or an ophthalmoscope during routine examinations can truly be life-saving. Through this test, not only can conditions such as
cataracts be detected, but also retinoblastoma, where one may observe the cat-eye reflex or leukocoria—a white reflex instead of
the normal red reflex.

I am happy to collaborate with other stakeholders during this Retinoblastoma Week to emphasize the importance of early
screening among all pediatricians and healthcare workers. They should incorporate red reflex examination into their regular
assessments so that they are able to diagnose potentially life-threatening conditions such as retinoblastoma in a timely manner.
With the support of various stakeholders and professional societies, we can help these children receive the right treatment at the
right time.

When I speak about stakeholders, I would especially like to congratulate Dr. Amita Mahajan for her outstanding contribution, not
only as a pediatric oncologist but also for the special interest and dedication she has shown in supporting CanKids and the
retinoblastoma initiative.

Let us continue to work together so that no child loses their life or vision due to the delayed diagnosis of retinoblastoma. 

Once again, I, Dr. Neelam Mohan, would like to thank you all for giving me this opportunity to speak on behalf of the Indian
Academy of Pediatrics, and I extend our continued commitment to this cause. 

SAVE LIVES - SAVE EYES - SAVE VISION

National Retinoblastoma Conclave Report 2026

12



MESSAGES FROM 
NATIONAL LEADERS AND PARTNERS

During International Retinoblastoma Week, I congratulate Fight Retinoblastoma India and all stakeholders on achieving an
important national milestone — near-universal access to care for children with retinoblastoma across India.

This achievement reflects what is possible when clinicians, researchers, hospitals, pediatricians, ophthalmologists, patient
advocacy groups, survivors, civil society organisations, and government partners work together with a shared purpose.
INPHOG is proud to partner with Fight Retinoblastoma India, AIOS, IAP, IAP-PHO, and the pediatric oncology community in
strengthening collaborative research, registries, evidence generation, and standardized approaches to care for children with
retinoblastoma.

One of the important milestones in this journey was the first collaborative multicentre retinoblastoma study undertaken through
INPHOG in partnership with and supported by CanKids…KidsCan, involving 20 centres and more than 1120 children across India.
This landmark effort demonstrated the power of collaborative research and shared learning in improving understanding and
outcomes for retinoblastoma in India.

Building on this foundation, we are now moving towards strengthening collaborative registry-based research and data systems
that can help improve survival, quality of care, referral pathways, and long-term outcomes for children with retinoblastoma
nationally.

I would also like to acknowledge the important contributions of Dr Santosh Honavar, Dr Amita Mahajan, and the many clinicians
and researchers across India whose collaborative work has helped strengthen retinoblastoma care nationally.
The publication of this journey in the Indian Journal of Ophthalmology is an important recognition of how science, systems, and
stakeholder collaboration can work together to improve survival and vision outcomes.

As we move towards the next frontier — 100% financial protection and improved survival for every child — we must continue to
strengthen:

collaborative registries,
implementation research,
early detection pathways,
and equitable access to quality treatment across India.

India is fighting retinoblastoma — and we are winning.

President, Indian Pediatric Hematology Oncology Group 
DR. RAMANDEEP ARORA
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ANCHORED BY LIVED EXPERIENCE
How Survivors and Parents Shaped the National Conclave
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Annexure 1
Network of Retinoblastoma Treatment Centres (2026)
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Annexure 2
Indian Journal of Ophthalmology Special Article
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Annexure 3
National Retinoblastoma Conclave 2026 Programme
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Annexure 4
Media Coverage 
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THE NEXT DECADE
MUST BE ABOUT SURVIVAL.

THE FIRST DECADE WAS ABOUT ACCESS

SAVE LIVES - SAVE EYES - SAVE VISION

THE PATIENT MUST ALWAYS REMAIN AT THE CENTRE.

Dedicated to every child, family, survivor, clinician,
researcher, advocate, volunteer and partner

who chose to fight Retinoblastoma together.
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